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“BIG BOOK”  
ELECTRONICS REPORT 
Analyzing 2020 Imports & the Impact of COVID-19

Reporting the latest available data from the U.S. Census and Bills of Lading with 
cumulative trade values over the preceding year. Top commodity rankings based 
on total FOB Value. COVID-19 impact measured by year-over-year comparisons 
in value.
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KEEPING TRACK OF TRENDS IN 
THE ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY
Prior to COVID-19, it was already a challenge for business leaders to keep pace with shifts in 
import trends. From duty and tariff changes, to economic fluctuations, changes in demand, 
and more, the volume and value of commodities can shift and impact a business’s bottom 
line. In addition, over the last few decades, globalization has prompted businesses to be more 
connected, meaning global imports and exports flow more quickly and any changes can have 
a far-reaching impact. 

Today, as industries begin to recover from the pandemic, it is critical that they stay informed. 
This is where accurate, current, and fully reviewed global trade data comes in. 

This report covers the key salient points that business leaders should know across a broad 
range of industries. 

ABOUT THE DATA

Allowing deeper insight than the “Big Book”, this industry report provides in-depth analysis of 
the electronics industry, market trends, and sourcing shifts by going beyond the value-based 
analysis of the “Big Book” and examining maritime imports by volume using Bills of Lading 
(BoL) data and measured by twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs). 

Our industry reports collect data up to the 31st of August for maritime volume, Bills of Lading 
data and up to July 31st for value-based, census data. 

Descartes Datamyne delivers business intelligence 
with comprehensive, accurate, up-to-date, import and 
export information. Request a demo to get started.

ABOUT THIS REPORT:

The data source for this report is Descartes DatamyneTM, provider of the world’s largest 
searchable trade database covering the global commerce of 230 markets across 5 continents. 

The U.S. import data in this report has been gathered by Descartes Datamyne from U.S. 
Census data that document all U.S. imports and exports. U.S. Census data provides accurate 
valuations on imported commodities. Countries of origin reported are the countries from which 
shipments departed bound for the United States.  

Maritime import volume data is collected through Bills of Lading maritime manifests submitted 
directly to Customs and Border Protection (CBP). 

https://www.datamyne.com/request-an-online-demo/
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Electronics Industry Insights

COVID-19 has significantly impacted the imports of electronics into the United States. The 
increase in the import values of computers under HS 8471 can be attributed to a greater number 
of American consumers working from home and needing upgraded personal computers to handle 
more complex tasks such as communicating with colleagues as well as friends and family. 

While the import value of printers and their parts [HS 8443] have been in decline for several years, 
the sharp drop in 2020 is likely due to offices around the country temporarily shutting down and 
those workers shifting to work-from-home. 

COVID-19 Impact

Overview & Digest

IMPORTS BY VALUE THROUGH JULY 31ST

39%

20%

7%

7%

27%

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

CHINA
MEXICO
TAIWAN
VIETNAM
OTHER

0.

5.

10.

15.

20.

25.

30.

35.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July

Bi
lli

on
s

Overall Imports

2020 2019

Product HS (4)  2019                                 
FOB Value (US$) 

%  2020                                 
FOB Value (US$) 

% Percentage 
Change

8471 - AUTOMATIC DATA PROCESSING MACHINES AND UNITS THEREOF; MAGNETIC OR OPTICAL 
READERS, MACHINES FOR TRANSCRIBING AND PROCESSING CODED DATA, OTHERS

 $                    51,369,342,219.00 26.68  $                    54,134,216,048.00 29.5 5.38%

8517 - ELECTRICAL APPARATUS FOR LINE TELEPHONY OR LINE TELEGRAPHY, INCLUDING SUCH 
APPARATUS FOR CARRIER-CURRENT OR DIGITAL LINE SYSTEMS; PARTS THEREOF  $                    51,832,335,879.00 26.92  $                    47,538,158,683.00 25.9 -8.28%

8473 - PARTS AND ACCESSORIES OTHERS FOR TYPEWRITERS AND OTHER OFFICE MACHINES OF 
HEADINGS 8469 TO 8472

 $                     10,842,195,652.00 5.64  $                     12,845,879,788.00 7.0 18.48%

8528 - TELEVISION RECEIVERS, INCLUDING VIDEO MONITORS AND VIDEO PROJECTORS  $                    13,351,430,500.00 6.94  $                    10,898,434,137.00 6.0 -18.37%

8544 - INSULATED WIRE, CABLE AND OTHER INSULATED ELECTRICAL CONDUCTORS; 
OPTICAL FIBER CABLES, OF INDIVIDUALLY SHEATHED FIBERS, WITH CONDUCTORS ETC. 
OR NOT

 $                    12,526,563,336.00 6.51  $                      9,946,195,972.00 5.4 -20.60%

8504 - ELECTRICAL TRANSFORMERS, STATIC CONVERTERS OR INDUCTORS; POWER 
SUPPLIES FOR ADP MACHINES OR UNITS; PARTS THEREOF

 $                      8,299,035,219.00 4.31  $                      8,697,418,318.00 4.8 4.80%

8523 - PREPARED UNRECORDED MEDIA (OTHER THAN MOTION-PICTURE FILM) FOR SOUND 
RECORDING OR SIMILAR RECORDING OF OTHER PHENOMENA

 $                      6,303,845,138.00 3.28  $                      8,379,200,745.00 4.6 32.92%

8443 - PRINTING MACHINERY (INCLUDING INK-JET PRINTING MACHINES, EXCEPT THOSE OF 8471); 
MACHINES FOR USES ANCILLARY TO PRINTING; PARTS THEREOF  $                      9,256,989,531.00 4.81  $                      6,891,671,226.00 3.8 -25.55%

8525 - TRANSMISSION APPARATUS FOR RADIOTELEPHONY, RADIOTELEGRAPHY, RADIOBROADCASTING 
OR TV; TV CAMERAS; STILL IMAGE VIDEO CAMERAS AND RECRDRS;DIGITAL CAMERAS  $                      5,951,638,272.00 3.10  $                      5,228,778,757.00 2.9 -12.15%

8501 - ELECTRIC MOTORS AND GENERATORS (EXCLUDING GENERATING SETS)  $                      5,969,886,984.00 3.11  $                      5,097,212,438.00 2.8 -14.62%

•	 Overall, the import value of electronics declined 4.8 
percent compared to 2019. February through May all 
saw similar declines in year-over-year value of ~11 
percent. The overall value of electronic imports has 
begun to recover, increasing 6.1 percent in June and 
12.6 percent in July compared to June and July of 
2019. 

•	 For the first time in several years, the import value of 
computers [HS 8471] overtook that of cell phones 
[HS 8517]. This is largely due to a sizeable decline in 
the import value in cell phones, dropping 8.3 percent 
in year-over-year value compared to 2019. 

•	 The largest decline in value among electronic imports 
has been for printers imported under HS 8443. So far 
in 2020, the import value of printers has fallen 25.6 
percent compared to the same period in 2019.
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TOP 35 IMPORTS BY VALUE THROUGH JULY 31ST

Product HS (4)  FOB Value (2019) %  FOB Value (2020) % Percentage 
Change

8471 - AUTOMATIC DATA PROCESSING MACHINES AND UNITS THEREOF; MAGNETIC OR OPTICAL READERS, 
MACHINES FOR TRANSCRIBING AND PROCESSING CODED DATA, OTHERS  $                      51,369,342,219 26.68  $                      54,134,216,048 29.5 5.38%

8517 - ELECTRICAL APPARATUS FOR LINE TELEPHONY OR LINE TELEGRAPHY, INCLUDING SUCH APPARATUS 
FOR CARRIER-CURRENT OR DIGITAL LINE SYSTEMS; PARTS THEREOF  $                      51,832,335,879 26.92  $                      47,538,158,683 25.9 -8.28%

8473 - PARTS AND ACCESSORIES OTHERS FOR TYPEWRITERS AND OTHER OFFICE MACHINES OF 
HEADINGS 8469 TO 8472

 $                       10,842,195,652 5.64  $                       12,845,879,788 7.0 18.48%

8528 - TELEVISION RECEIVERS, INCLUDING VIDEO MONITORS AND VIDEO PROJECTORS  $                      13,351,430,500 6.94  $                      10,898,434,137 6.0 -18.37%

8544 - INSULATED WIRE, CABLE AND OTHER INSULATED ELECTRICAL CONDUCTORS; OPTICAL FIBER 
CABLES, OF INDIVIDUALLY SHEATHED FIBERS, WITH CONDUCTORS ETC. OR NOT  $                      12,526,563,336 6.51  $                        9,946,195,972 5.4 -20.60%

8504 - ELECTRICAL TRANSFORMERS, STATIC CONVERTERS OR INDUCTORS; POWER SUPPLIES FOR 
ADP MACHINES OR UNITS; PARTS THEREOF  $                        8,299,035,219 4.31  $                        8,697,418,318 4.8 4.80%

8523 - PREPARED UNRECORDED MEDIA (OTHER THAN MOTION-PICTURE FILM) FOR SOUND 
RECORDING OR SIMILAR RECORDING OF OTHER PHENOMENA  $                        6,303,845,138 3.28  $                        8,379,200,745 4.6 32.92%

8443 - PRINTING MACHINERY (INCLUDING INK-JET PRINTING MACHINES, EXCEPT THOSE OF 8471); 
MACHINES FOR USES ANCILLARY TO PRINTING; PARTS THEREOF  $                        9,256,989,531 4.81  $                        6,891,671,226 3.8 -25.55%

8525 - TRANSMISSION APPARATUS FOR RADIOTELEPHONY, RADIOTELEGRAPHY, RADIOBROADCASTING OR 
TV; TV CAMERAS; STILL IMAGE VIDEO CAMERAS AND RECRDRS;DIGITAL CAMERAS  $                        5,951,638,272 3.10  $                        5,228,778,757 2.9 -12.15%

8501 - ELECTRIC MOTORS AND GENERATORS (EXCLUDING GENERATING SETS)  $                        5,969,886,984 3.11  $                        5,097,212,438 2.8 -14.62%

8518 - MICROPHONES AND STANDS THEREFOR; LOUDSPEAKERS; HEADPHONES, EARPHONES ETC.; 
AUDIO-FREQUENCY ELECTRIC AMPLIFIERS; ELECTRIC SOUND AMPLIFIER SETS; PARTS  $                        3,144,995,100 1.64  $                        2,643,280,360 1.5 -15.95%

8526 - RADAR APPARATUS, RADIO NAVIGATIONAL AID APPARATUS AND RADIO REMOTE CONTROL 
APPARATUS  $                        2,390,648,105 1.25  $                        1,590,738,886 0.9 -33.46%

8503 - PARTS OF ELECTRIC MOTORS, GENERATORS, GENERATING SETS AND ROTAARY CONVERTERS  $                         1,398,259,156 0.73  $                         1,420,209,906 0.8 1.57%

8527 - RECEPTION APPARATUS FOR RADIOTELEPHONY, RADIOTELEGRAPHY OR 
RADIOBROADCASTING, WHETHER OR NOT COMBINED WITH SOUND RECORDING OR REPRODUCING 
APPARATUS

 $                        1,941,860,191 1.01  $                        1,402,485,776 0.8 -27.78%

9504 - VIDEO GAME CONSOLES AND MACHINES, ARTICLES FOR ARCADE, TABLE OR PARLOR GAMES, 
INCL PINBALL MACHINES, BILLIARDS ETC; AUTO BOWLING ALLEY EQUIP; PARTS  $                        1,597,621,245 0.83  $                        1,344,122,250 0.7 -15.87%

8529 - PARTS FOR TELEVISION, RADIO AND RADAR APPARATUS (OF HEADINGS 8525 TO 8528)  $                        1,453,922,448 0.76  $                        1,151,710,563 0.6 -20.79%

8502 - ELECTRIC GENERATING SETS AND ROTARY CONVERTERS  $                           749,423,305 0.39  $                           990,160,462 0.5 32.12%

8532 - ELECTRICAL CAPACITORS, FIXED, VARIABLE OR ADJUSTABLE (PRE-SET); PARTS THEREOF  $                        1,124,899,074 0.59  $                           768,996,187 0.4 -31.64%

8470 - CALCULATING MACHINES (INCL POCKET-SIZE DATA TYPE); ACCOUNTING, POSTAGE-FRANKING 
& TICKET-ISSUING & LIKE MACH WITH CALCULATING DEVICE; CASH REGISTERS  $                           612,495,253 0.32  $                           540,525,370 0.3 -11.75%

8472 - OFFICE MACHINES OTHERS (INCLUDING DUPLICATING MACHINES, ADDRESSING MACHINES, 
BANKNOTE DISPENSERS, COIN-SORTING, COIN-COUNTING OR WRAPPING MACHINES)  $                           628,748,826 0.33  $                           539,829,203 0.3 -14.14%

8533 - ELECTRICAL RESISTORS (INCLUDING RHEOSTATS AND POTENTIOMETERS), OTHER THAN 
HEATING RESISTORS; PARTS THEREOF  $                           633,259,138 0.33  $                           505,019,941 0.3 -20.25%

8519 - TURNTABLES, RECORD PLAYERS, CASSETTE PLAYERS AND OTHER SOUND REPRODUCING 
APPARATUS, NOT INCORPORATING A SOUND RECORDING DEVICE  $                           432,006,888 0.23  $                           322,970,581 0.2 -25.24%

8521 - VIDEO RECORDING OR REPRODUCING APPARATUS, WHETHER OR NOT INCORPORATING A 
VIDEO TUNER

 $                            509,749,604 0.27  $                            307,821,101 0.2 -39.61%

8547 - INSULATING FITTINGS FOR ELECTRICAL MACHINES ETC., PRIMARILY OF INSULATING 
MATERIALS; CONDUIT TUBING  ETC. OF BASE METAL LINED WITH INSULATING MATERIAL  $                           188,463,654 0.10  $                           188,006,603 0.1 -0.24%

8522 - PARTS AND ACCESSORIES SUITABLE FOR USE SOLELY OR PRINCIPALLY WITH THE APPARATUS 
OF HEADINGS 8519 OR 8521  $                              64,736,799 0.04  $                              26,036,189 0.0 -59.78%
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The top two countries of origin for electronic goods exported to the United States are China 
and Mexico. So far in 2020, both have shown a year-over-year decline in import values. China, 
particularly, has seen the value of its exports decline 16 percent compared to the same period in 
2019. It has also seen its share of the U.S. market drop from 44.5 percent in 2019 to 39.3 percent 
in 2020. 

Expectedly, China’s decline in the U.S. market has resulted in a shift to other East Asia countries. 
Taiwan, Vietnam, South Korea, and Thailand all have seen double-digit percentile growth in the 
value of their electronic exports to the U.S. 

Overview & Digest

SOURCING SHIFTS (BY VALUE) THROUGH JULY 31ST
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Imports from China 2019, 2020
Jan-July | By Value | Total FOB

2020 2019

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN  Total FOB (2019) %  Total FOB (2020) % Percentage 
Change

CHINA  $                      85,700,382,730 44.51  $                      71,976,103,008 39.3 -16.01%

MEXICO  $                      39,598,775,190 20.57  $                      35,961,089,632 19.6 -9.19%

TAIWAN  $                       10,647,258,055 5.53  $                       13,567,412,696 7.4 27.43%

VIETNAM  $                      10,200,082,490 5.30  $                      11,934,340,877 6.5 17.00%

KOREA, SOUTH  $                        7,368,588,348 3.83  $                        8,462,668,991 4.6 14.85%

THAILAND  $                        5,826,656,583 3.03  $                        7,428,343,378 4.1 27.49%

JAPAN  $                        6,226,921,274 3.24  $                        5,726,922,036 3.1 -8.03%

MALAYSIA  $                        4,677,157,380 2.43  $                        5,303,117,657 2.9 13.38%

PHILIPPINES  $                        3,204,637,241 1.67  $                        2,837,528,409 1.6 -11.46%

GERMANY  $                        2,913,284,197 1.52  $                        2,736,825,920 1.5 -6.06%
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Much like the value of electronic imports, the volume has also been significantly impacted 
by COVID-19. Among the top imports, office equipment has seen some of the sharpest 
declines in maritime volume as offices around the country have closed. Imports of 
computer monitors [HS 852859] as well as printers and fax machines [HS 844399] show 
double-digit year-over-year declines in maritime volume. 

The growth in value of computers imported into the United States is also met with an 
increase in volume. While not a top electronic import by volume, the imports of computers 
under HS 847141 increased 105 percent compared to the same period in 2019.

COVID-19 Impact

Overview & Digest

IMPORTS BY MARITIME VOLUME THROUGH AUGUST 31ST
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Overall Imports

2020 2019

Product HS (6)  TEUs (2019) %  TEUs (2020) % Percentage 
Change

850440 - STATIC CONVERTERS; ADP POWER SUPPLIES 38,842.00 6.43 39,811.76 6.9 2.50%

852872 - RECEPTION APPARATUS FOR TELEVISION, COLOR, NESOI 36,814.62 6.10 37,815.75 6.6 2.72%

844399 - PTS & ACC OF PRINTERS, COPIERS AND FAX MACH, NESOI 47,569.21 7.87 37,240.93 6.5 -21.71%

847330 - PARTS & ACCESSORIES FOR ADP MACHINES & UNITS 28,157.94 4.66 31,664.64 5.5 12.45%

852859 - MONITORS, NOT INCORP TELEVISION RECEP APP, NESOI 34,867.90 5.77 27,129.58 4.7 -22.19%

854442 - ELEC CONDUCTORS, LT=1000 V, W/ CONNECTORS, NESOI 24,064.02 3.99 24,410.27 4.2 1.44%

844331 - MACH WHICH PERFORM 2-PLUS OF PRINT, COPY, FAX ETC 27,067.29 4.48 22,764.17 4.0 -15.90%

851762 - MACH FOR RECP/CONVR/TRANS/REGN OF VOICE/IMAGE/DATA 19,542.17 3.24 21,267.55 3.7 8.83%

850300 - PARTS OF ELECTRIC MOTORS, GENERATORS & SETS 20,821.59 3.45 18,529.14 3.2 -11.01%

850110 - ELECTRIC MOTORS OF AN OUTPUT NOT EXCEEDING 37.5 W 19,769.04 3.28 17,394.78 3.0 -12.01%

•	 After a sharp decline in February and March of 19 
percent compared to February and March of 2019, 
the volume of imports of electronics began to 
recover, reducing the year-over-year deficit to 3.3 
percent in April and surpassing 2019 volumes in both 
June and August. Overall, however, this recovery has 
not overcome the earlier months, and year-over-year 
import volumes are down 4.6 percent.

•	 Among the top commodities by volume, monitors 
imported under HS 852859 have seen the steepest 
year-over-year decline. So far in 2020, the volume of 
monitors imported in the U.S. is 22.2 percent lower 
compared to the same period in 2019.

•	 Computer parts and accessories [HS 847330] have 
seen the largest year-over-year increase in import 
volume, expanding 12.5 percent over 2019. 
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TOP 35 IMPORTS BY MARITIME VOLUME THROUGH AUGUST 31ST

Product HS (6)  TEUs (2019) %  TEUs (2020) % Percentage 
Change

850440 - STATIC CONVERTERS; ADP POWER SUPPLIES 38842 6.43 39811.76 6.9 2.50%

852872 - RECEPTION APPARATUS FOR TELEVISION, COLOR, NESOI 36814.62 6.10 37815.75 6.6 2.72%

844399 - PTS & ACC OF PRINTERS, COPIERS AND FAX MACH, NESOI 47569.21 7.87 37240.93 6.5 -21.71%

847330 - PARTS & ACCESSORIES FOR ADP MACHINES & UNITS 28157.94 4.66 31664.64 5.5 12.45%

852859 - MONITORS, NOT INCORP TELEVISION RECEP APP, NESOI 34867.9 5.77 27129.58 4.7 -22.19%

854442 - ELEC CONDUCTORS, LT=1000 V, W/ CONNECTORS, NESOI 24064.02 3.99 24410.27 4.2 1.44%

844331 - MACH WHICH PERFORM 2-PLUS OF PRINT, COPY, FAX ETC 27067.29 4.48 22764.17 4.0 -15.90%

851762 - MACH FOR RECP/CONVR/TRANS/REGN OF VOICE/IMAGE/DATA 19542.17 3.24 21267.55 3.7 8.83%

850300 - PARTS OF ELECTRIC MOTORS, GENERATORS & SETS 20821.59 3.45 18529.14 3.2 -11.01%

850110 - ELECTRIC MOTORS OF AN OUTPUT NOT EXCEEDING 37.5 W 19769.04 3.28 17394.78 3.0 -12.01%

854430 - INSULATED WIRING SETS FOR VEHICLES SHIPS AIRCRAFT 21807.84 3.61 17102.82 3.0 -21.57%

854449 - INSULATED ELECTRIC CONDUCTORS =< 80 V NESOI 14494.91 2.40 14016.87 2.4 -3.30%

851822 - MULTIPLE LOUDSPEAKERS, MOUNTED IN SAME ENCLOSURE 13179.78 2.19 11865.66 2.1 -9.97%

851829 - LOUDSPEAKERS, NESOI 14762.46 2.45 11102.6 1.9 -24.79%

844332 - PRINTERS/ COPIERS/FAX MACH, NT COMB, CONNCT TO ADP 13012.84 2.16 10417.48 1.8 -19.94%

852990 - PTS,EX ANTENNA,FOR TRNSMSSN,RDR,RADIO,TV,ETC NESOI 7969.89 1.32 10090.34 1.8 26.61%

847160 - ADP INPUT OR OUTPUT UNITS, STORAGE OR NOT, NESOI 11365.04 1.89 9968.9 1.7 -12.28%

850220 - GENERATING SET W SPARK-IGNITION INT COMBUSTION ENG 7736.22 1.28 9652.34 1.7 24.77%

852852 - OTHER MONITORS CAPABLE OF DIRECTLY CONNECTING TO AND DESIGNE 0 0.00 9385.91 1.6 ∞

852910 - ANTENNAS AND ANTENNA REFLECTORS AND PARTS THEREOF 13118.71 2.18 9104.68 1.6 -30.60%

850490 - PTS FOR ELECT TRANSFORMERS STATIC CONVERTERS INDCT 8215.79 1.36 8589.26 1.5 4.55%

851830 - HEAD-EAR-PHONES & COMBINED MICROPHONE/SPEAKER SETS 8648.74 1.44 8574.57 1.5 -0.86%

851770 - PTS OF PHONE SETS & OTH APP FOR THE TRANS/RECP ETC 8970.02 1.49 8503.83 1.5 -5.20%

847290 - OFC MACH FOR AUTOMATIC BANKNOTE DISPENSERS, ETC 8761.33 1.45 8266.18 1.4 -5.65%

851821 - SINGLE LOUDSPEAKERS, MOUNTED IN THEIR ENCLOSURES 5195.88 0.86 6357.23 1.1 22.35%

854460 - ELECTRIC CONDUCTORS FOR VOLTAGE EXCEEDING 1000 V 3630.41 0.61 5928.59 1.0 63.30%

847141 - DIGITAL ADP MACH,WITH CP UNIT,INPUT,OUTPUT, NESOI 2830.53 0.47 5801.59 1.0 104.96%

847130 - PORT DIGTL AUTOMATIC DATA PROCESS MACH NOT > 10 KG 6344.86 1.05 5763.37 1.0 -9.16%

850152 - AC MOTORS,MULTI-PHASE;OUTPUT > 750W NOT OVER 75 KW 6376.69 1.06 5395.89 0.9 -15.38%

852580 - TELEVISION CAMERA, DIGITL CAMRA & VID CAM RECORDER 5260.79 0.88 5025.09 0.9 -4.48%

850140 - AC MOTORS NESOI, SINGLE-PHASE 5679.91 0.94 5006.5 0.9 -11.86%

950450 - VIDEO GAME CONSOLES & MACH, EXC OF SUBHEAD 9504.30 4627.26 0.77 4484.15 0.8 -3.09%

851890 - PTS MICRO-HEAD-EAR-PHONE,ELECT SND AMPL SETS ETC 4868.46 0.81 4419.5 0.8 -9.22%

850131 - DC MOTORS & GENERATORS W OUTPUT N OV 750 W 4520.74 0.75 4262.36 0.7 -5.72%

854420 - INSULATED COAXIAL CABLE & OTH COAXIAL ELECT CONDCT 3140.43 0.52 4137.52 0.7 31.75%
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There have been significant shifts in the countries of origin for U.S. maritime electronic imports 
so far in 2020. While China still dominates the U.S. market, accounting for 50.6 percent of all 
electronic imports, it saw a 12.4 percent year-over-year decline in volume. Simultaneously, imports 
from other East Asia countries has increased significantly. Vietnam’s share of the U.S. market has 
grown to 8.2 percent and its import volumes have increase 48.4 percent compared to the same 
period in 2019. 

Among the top countries of origin for U.S. electronic imports, the Philippines has seen the largest 
year-over-year decline, dropping 33.6 percent in maritime volume in 2020 compared to 2019.

Overview & Digest

SOURCING SHIFTS (BY MARITIME VOLUME) THROUGH AUGUST 31ST
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Imports from China 2019, 2020
Jan-August | By Volume | TEUs 

2020 2019

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN  TEUs (2019) %  TEUs (2020) % Percentage 
Change

CHINA 332974.71 55.09 291592.13 50.6 -12.43%

VIETNAM 31834.37 5.27 47248.68 8.2 48.42%

TAIWAN 31091.58 5.15 37724.14 6.6 21.33%

HONG KONG 39354.06 6.52 36404.26 6.3 -7.50%

JAPAN 25252.88 4.18 22730.37 4.0 -9.99%

THAILAND 20316.94 3.37 22571.4 3.9 11.10%

SOUTH KOREA 18464.55 3.06 19359.35 3.4 4.85%

GERMANY 12380.94 2.05 12003.27 2.1 -3.05%

PHILIPPINES 16596.48 2.75 11024.56 1.9 -33.57%

INDIA 9399.09 1.56 10715.94 1.9 14.01%



The Descartes Systems Group Inc.  |  TSX: DSG  |  NASDAQ: DSGX  |  120 Randall Drive, Waterloo, Ontario, N2V 1C6, Canada
Toll Free 800.419.8495  |  Int‘l 519.746.8110  |  info@descartes.com  |  www.descartes.com
© The Descartes Systems Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

Uniting the People & Technology That Move the World.

About Descartes Datamyne
With a comprehensive database of accurate, up-to-date import-export information, Descartes Datamyne 
delivers actionable intelligence for market research, sales insight, supply chain management, enhanced security 
and competitive strategy. The solution is powered by the world’s largest searchable trade database, covering the 
global commerce of 230 markets across 5 continents. 

Manufacturers, shippers wholesalers, transport and logistics service providers, management consultants, legal 
practitioners, industry analysts and more use our exceptionally accurate and granular data to initiate growth 
strategies, explore new markets, benchmark performance, monitor commodity volumes and values, simplify 
trade data research, discover buyer seller relationships and refine sourcing strategies. 

Discover more at www.datamyne.com.

About Descartes
Descartes (Nasdaq:DSGX) (TSX:DSG) is the global leader in providing on-demand, software-as-a-service 
solutions focused on improving the productivity, performance and security of logistics-intensive businesses. 

Customers use our modular, software-as-a-service solutions to route, schedule, track and measure delivery 
resources; plan, allocate and execute shipments; rate, audit and pay transportation invoices; access global trade 
data; file customs and security documents for imports and exports; and complete numerous other logistics 
processes by participating in the world’s largest, collaborative multimodal logistics community. 

Our headquarters are in Waterloo, Ontario, Canada and we have offices and partners around the world. 

Learn more at www.descartes.com, and connect with us on LinkedIn and Twitter.   
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